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Frost on the Fairway 


WIP interviews Mark Frost 
about his new book, 

The Greatest Game Ever Played! 


Mark Frost has a reputation for 
creating great works of fiction. From 

screenplays. Frost has employed a 
onstrating his particular ability to tell 

Greatest Game Ever Played, Mark Frost 
moves from the realm of fiction to non- 

real-life story of the 1913 US Open golf 
tournament. Although the book is a 
change-of-pacefor Frost, it has every¬ 
thing we would expectfrom an author 
of his caliber (and reputation): evoca¬ 
tive writing, compelling characters, 
and a thrilling story. 

The Greatest Game Ever Played 
will appeal to the golfer and non¬ 
people and how they must face the 
various obstacles that life throws at 
them. The book is about two golfers in 

can, Francis Ouimet, whose passion 
for golf would propel him to the top of 
the amateur field, and Harry Vardon, 
arguably the world’s greatest gofer 

define the modern game. These two 
men were destined to compete in one 
of the most famous golf matches in 


played. 

Mark Frost spoke to us by phone 
on October 28. John transcribed the 


interview, and Craig and John edited 
it. Although we spent much of the time 
discussing golf in general, and the 
1913 US Open in specific, we also 
discussed the craft of writing and tell- 
ing stories. Readers of Wrapped In 


Plastic may not be gof fans (though 
surely some of you are), but they do 

believe, therefore, you will find the 
following interview rewarding and in¬ 
formative. (For the record, both Craig 
and John have never played gof and 
havefollowed the game only casually 
since Tiger Woods burst onto the scene, 
yet both not only enjoyed hearing Frost 

book itsef extraordinary and dfficult 
to put down once they started read¬ 
ing.) We thank Mark Frost for taking 
time to talk with us about his latest 
project. (You canfind out more about 
The Greatest Game Ever Played by 

everplayed.com.) 

Miller: This would seem to be a good 
time to release a gof book. 

never been higher. And we all know 
who to thank for that—one guy [Tiger 
Woods], really. It has changed the 
whole landscape of the game. It has 

players. It has changed the number of 
clubs that are manufactured. It is 
phenomenal. I don’t think any sport 
has ever been impacted quite so signifi¬ 
cantly by one individual. With golf, 
however, there is the possible excep¬ 
tion of Francis Ouimet. 

CM: The Greatest Game Ever Played is 
yourfirst work of non-fiction. How did 
writing it differ from writing fiction? 
MF: It is similar and different in a lot 







ml in 




fourteen handicap to a five, just be- 

manage the game and myself. Using 

ly improved my game. I’m losing more 
money now! [Laughter] 

JT: Harry Vardon was truly a great 
golfer. How would you rank him in the 
history of the sport? 

at the top with Jack Nicklaus and Bobby 
Jones and Ben Hogan and, obviously, 
Tiger Woods. I think those guys are the 

Vardon lost eight years because of ill¬ 
ness—he had tuberculosis, and he 

when World War One interrupted play 


JT: Even had Francis lost the tourna¬ 
ment, the story ofhimandEddie would 



JT: This may be an unfair question. 


close to beating Ouimet, despite suf- 

think he would have won, had he not 
been slightly handicapped? 

MF: On that day, I don’t think he would 


had talked about what they were feeling 

CM; Do you find that people have 
misunderstandings about golf and 
their own abilities to play? 



reason Ben Hogan didn’t like it. He 

wasn’t the pure value of ball striking, 
which he so believed in. That is what’s 
seductive about it, and it does make 




“There is something 
primal about the appeal 
of [golf]—to hit a ball 
with a stick until it goes 
into a hole.” 



guys because I’ve done that—I’ve hit a 

right by the pin. I’ve holed a shot out of 
a bunker.” It’s just that these guys do it 

play the PGA courses, they realize, 
“Oh, this is not as easy as I thought it 

MF: The biggest difference is when they 

Guys may be able to hit a great little 
wedge shot to the green from 75 yards, 
but try reaching a par 5 that’s 650 yards 

JT: The book is divided into two parts. 
The first tells the story of Harry’s and 
Francis’s lives, and the second tells 
the story of the 1913 US Open. Is this 
how you envisioned the structure of 
the book when you started? 

MF: I didn’t really appreciate the in¬ 
credible similarities between Francis 
and Harry when I first started. I thought 

about Vardon, the more I realized that 



Mickey Rooney. Francis recognizes CM: Did you find that writing about 
somehow that, against all odds, this golf presented any unique challenges? 
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The Region 2 Twin Peaks Season 1 DVD wc 


Re: Marc-Andre Hamelin's IMP 58 letter 
warning of "pitch shifted" Republic Pic¬ 
tures DVD of the Twin Peaks pilot. 

The difference in pitch is readily 
detectable, even without the benefit of 
Mr. Hamelin's professed supernatural 
pitch sensitivity! It is not related to 
speeding itupforTVtime requirements 
(a process which, incidentally, does not 
increase pitch) as he suspects. The rea¬ 
son is the source for the DVD. Although 
the disc is in NTSC (American TV for¬ 
mat), I believe it was made from a PAL 
master. In telecine conversions, film 
material is transferred to video for 
broadcast in the local TV system. In 
NTSC regions, film is run at the correct 
speed and the 3:2 pulldown system is 
used to correct the differences between 
the 24 frames per second of the Film, 
and 30 frames per second of the NTSC 
system. In PAL transfers, the film is 
instead speeded up to match the 25 
frames per second of the PAL system. 

This accounts for the increase in pitch, 
and although it can be electronically 
corrected it often isn't. The Republic 
release I believe hails from Hong Kong, 
where a variant of PAL is the TV system, 

"tweaked" PAL master. Unless a "proper" 
NTSC release comes about, Mr. Hamelin 
could use a pitch-shifter to alter the audio 
and make a copy that, although running 
slightly too fast, wouldn't sound like a He¬ 
lium factory exploded in the Great Northern! 
Regards, 

Aonghus de Barra 
Ireland (a PAL region!) 


Dear Craig and John, 

Hamelin's letter in WIP 58 that warns people 
about the change in pitch on the Region 0 
version of the Twin Peaks pilot. 

The disc is in PAL format, which runs 4% 
faster than the American NTSC system. This 
accounts for the changes Marc-Andre can 

Living in Australia and having only ever 
seen the pilot and series in PAL (until the 
recent Artisan Region 1 discs were released), 
there was no difference for me. The same 
would be true for readers in the UK and 
wherever else PAL is standard. 

We in non-NTSC countries are only ever 
aware of this subtle difference when we have 


two versions to compare (as Marc-Andre has 
recently discovered.) Trust me when I say 
.jjj. ■ . to enjoy the 


this doesn't affect oi 


Thanks for your fascinating insight inti 



Harry S Truman or Harry S. Truman? 


the production of Lynch's new Web site and 
your great interview with Robert Engels. It 
would be truly fascinating if he could find 
some of those notes he references having 


I was most impressed with your epi¬ 
sode guide for the first season of Twin Peaks 
and look forward to the installment for the 
second season. One can only hope that 
these will someday serve as the nucleus of a 
W/P"Ultimate Twin Peaks Companion." I envi¬ 
sion this as a fairly weighty tome from some 
book publisher (as has been done for Star 
Trek and Buffy), replete with the most perti¬ 
nent articles, essays, and interviews from 
your pages. 

Here's something I'm curious about: in 
the original Twin Peaks scripts and on the 
show, is the Sheriff's name written as "Harry 
S. Truman" or "Harry S Truman," without a 
period after the S? I learned from David 
McCullough's biography that President 
Truman did not have an actual middle name, 
just the letter S, which did not stand for 
anything and was therefore written without 


a period. This raises the question of whether 
the names of the former president and the 
Twin Peaks sheriff are truly identical or not. 

was something that people dismissed as a 
part of the whole quirky, weird motif, but I 
wonder if some deeper meaning was in¬ 
tended. I don't know if this is an original 
thought, or something I've gleaned from 

but I do see a parallel. President Truman 
presided over the United States at the 
time the whole world changed, in the 
sense that the atom bomb ushered in the 
atomic age and the Cold War. Likewise, 

at the time their world changed, in the 
sense that Laura Palmer's murder ulti¬ 
mately opened their eyes to the night¬ 
mare of Bob, the Black Lodge, and so 


The only pilot script we have is a revised first 
draft of the project back when it was still 
called Northwest Passage. Truman's name 
at that point was Daniel Steadman, and 
thereafter he was generally just called 
'Truman" in the scripts, so we can't answer 
the question about the "S." 

One of these days we'll get to that 
weightyTwm Peaks tome. Now that we've 
completed one on Buffy (Spectrum Super 
Special 1), we have a little better feel for put¬ 
ting together something so massive — namely, 
that it takes a lot more time than we thought! 
It doesn't help that a lot of the early Wl P mate¬ 
rial needs to be cleaned up some—we wouldn't 
dare reprint a few of those early writings as is. 

Dear Craig and John, 

After waiting (and occasionally bugging 
you) for a Robert Engels interview, I was very 
happy to read it and, once again, you guys 
did not disappoint. Finally, that cryptic 
"planet of corn" reference was cleared up 
and the interview proved that even after 
almost ten years of critical dissection. Twin 
Peaks still has some surprises out there. 
"Judy" was Josie's sister? Certainly a revela¬ 
tion—I don'tthinkanybody would have ever 

Coincidentally, my current reviewing 
of Twin Peaks turned up an Engels scripted 
episode from the second season the day 
afteryour article came out. I was awed afresh 
by the sharp, wonderful dialogue that Engels 
could come up with. That's not just TV writ¬ 
ing at its finest, it's just plain writing at its 

Something that I do find frustrating, 
account for the Talbot Mundy allusion in 
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For additional news, 
updates, and 
ONLINE ORDERING, 
check out our Web site! 


Excerpts from selected 
issues! Cover gallery in color 
with content summaries! 

News updates! Order back 
issues and subscriptions with 
a credit card! Press clippings 
of WIP and Spectrum reviews! 

And more! 
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Interviews? 

Essays? 

Letters! 

News! 

Find out in just 
a few weeks! 


AND DON'T FORGET THESE OTHER MAGS THAT ARE STILL AVAILABLE! 
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